Carmarthen ][
Section: News
g mrma Edition: 01 Circulation: 9759 preSSdata
Date: 11 October 2017 Source: ABC Jan 2017
Page: 2

Intrepid scouts help with
the fight agamst balsam

INTREPID scouts have
been helping the
Carmarthen Fisherman’s
Federation with the eradi-
cation of a non-native
invasive plant species.

The Himalayan balsam
plant blocks access to riv-
ers, overwhelms the
native plants of the
county, damages fisheries
and affects the ecology of
the water.

The plant is recognised

as a particular concern to
farmers on the Towy,
according to recent sur-
veys conducted by Natural
Resources Wales and
anglers who see it as a sig-
nificant threat affecting
our river habitat.

The Merlin Explorer
Scouts completed the
mapping on the major
northern tributary, the
Sawdde, an area amount-
ing to more than eight

Merlin Explorer Scouts at work.

miles.

The was such an impor-
tant location to tackle the
plants, because seeds pro-
duced by the plant are dis-
persed and colonised
downstream.

A free mobile phone
application called Plant
Tracker is available to
track invasive plant spe-
cies, for those who would
like to help tackle the

problem.
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