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522869 r‘S\C; :,et'gtelf)ul to the Trustees of The Nineveh Trust for the very generous donation of
Please find blenl ecemt?er 2016 towards our Farm Discovery visits programme in Kent.

ow details of how your donation helped, an overview of The Country Trust’s

work in 2016/17 and our application for support in 2018.

$he Country Trust
he Country Trust is a national education charity which has been quietly transforming the lives

g:i disadvantagec! children for nearly 40 years. With the help of supporters and funders, we
o ng fgod, farming and the countryside alive for around 25,000 children each year, children
om disadvantaged areas, and children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. We do

Ehis throggh three key programmes: Farm Discovery day visits to real working farms,
ountryside Discovery residentials and yearlong Food Discovery programmes.

Our Mission
We share a vision with others in our sector that ALL children should have an inspiring

ec!uqational experience of the working countryside, however The Country Trust’s particular
mission is to focus on those children least able to access it. Primarily children from areas of
urban and rural deprivation, but also children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEN/D) and those facing other challenges that limit their opportunities. We help to address
poverty of opportunity, bringing rich experiences - vital for building language, literacy, self-
confidence and self-esteem - to children who lead limited and often chaotic lives.

Our operating context - the need
We focus on primary schools with a greater than average percentage of children from low

income families and therefore eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) - the national average is
25.4% using the Ever6 measure. One in five children in Britain live in poverty, defined by the

EU as follows: Children living in relative poverty are excluded from the activities and

opportunities (economic, social and cul tural) that are the norm for other people. As a result,

by the time they start school, children from the poorest families and therefore eligible for
ind 1 grow up they

FSM, have alrea
y to have 'Special Educational Needs, 2twice as likely to be obese, ’three

are twice as likel
times as likely to have a mental health problem and are 4just under half as likely to achieve

the expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics than children growing up in more
affluent homes.
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budget cuts of 8%,

school governors are having to make very difficult decisions, with the trips and visits that

ide vital time for personal development away from the classroom often the first casualty.
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D Me children who find it difficult to learn in the school environment- this was a

fect d .
ay for them in every way. They learnt a lot about farm life and where their food

COmes fro
f yn:h é gave been a teacher for over 15 years and been on many visits- but this was
est trip | have ever done- thank you!” Teacher, Sunny Bank Primary

definite

One class of children from Ashford Oaks primary school visited Horlands Farm, Marden

The children had a fantastic time learning all about cows, sheep, pigs and had the chance to
feed some of the animals. They got to climb up onto a tractor and work together in a chain to
round up the sheep. They got to help out the Farmer, learning about the jobs that they need
to do- they helped collect apples and pears at the orchard and spread hay in the barns for the

animals.

“The visit was superb. The children were all engaged and excited by the activities. Each
activity was the perfect amount of time which meant the children could experience different

aspects of farm life without becoming disengaged. The activities were very hands on which
suited the children brilliantly.

My class has needs including English as an Additional Language and Special Educational Needs
(including autism and select mutism). All children were given the opportunity to join in in

ways they felt comfortable. The trip brought out the best in the class and the boy who is
usually a select mute was the chattiest I've ever seen him!” Teacher, Ashford Oaks Primary
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