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Hag and Tulloch Burns Fish Passage Easement.

One of the quickest ways to improve fish stocks in rivers is to open up habitat from which they are
barred. Man-made barriers are limiting productivity on many rivers around the country which is why
Trusts, Boards and improvement associations are prioritising projects to reconnect fish with habitat
In their natural range from which they have long been excluded.

The European Union Water Framework Directive (WFD) requires that member states achieve ‘good
ecological status’ of water bodies which have been heavily modified. One of the key requirements
of the directive is the requirement for unimpeded fish migration, emphasising the need to improve
the ability of fish to migrate up and downstream unconstrained. To meet the minimum

requrements for the WFD the river or watercnurse must be in a state where there is connectivit
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all projects as it is reserved for larger projects where the greatest benefits will be felt such as
opening up large areas of habitat on major watercourses.

After months of acquiring funding, the relevant permissions, licences and meetings with
contractors we finally began work in the summer of 2018 for the fish barrier easement works on the
Hag Burn and Tulloch Water. The reality is from conception to aelivery, the work takes years of

behind the scenes effort. Actually |n5fa=1|ng bafﬂes is by far the qun:kes.t part of the project!
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Using untreated oak baffles installed to the existing concrete aprons on the Hag and Tulloch B
ART have created depth and resting places for migrating fish. These bridge aprons havg -

Figure 2: Baffles being fixed to the concrete bridge apron on the Tulloch Water. he uu,f
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routes for migrating trout and salmon.
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O review the success of these projects ART will monitor the fish populations above the &
easements for the next three years. If we find improved numbers of trout (compared tﬂ"
surveys) then we can surmise that more trout are mrgratnng over this obstacle.
salmon upstream of these obstacles is the ultimate goal for the TI"U!IHMM
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Hov across Scotland returning numbers of adult salmon in 2028 were veryc
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Figure 4: Tulloch Water Baffle< complete. Note the concentrations of water, allowing fish to
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Local anglers have spent a
considerable number of hours
watching the obstacles and
have reported many fish
ascending the barriers, which
has been fantastic to hear. ART

have also observed fish using
the eased routes.

Volunteers from local angling
clubs have been clearing the
Hag and Tulloch Burns of
obstructions and debris to allow
fish migrating and emigrating
the burn unhindered passage.
Both burns are relatively small

and heavily wooded which often
results in small blockages. Some
woody debris is of great benefit

Figure 6: Local angling club volunteers remove a woody debris build
up from the burn to help improve fish passage.

to watercourses and we are advising volunteers where there efforts are best focussed.

ART have carried out electrofishing monitoring accompanied by volunteers on the Hag Burn and

can report healthy numbers of trout but
failed to find salmon. However, in the
winter of 2019/20 volunteers have observed
salmon in the Hag Burn upstream of the
culvert. ART continue to make minor
adjustments to the structures to improve

their effectiveness at a va riety of water
heights.

ART will continue to monitor these projects
with the hope of finding naturally produced
salmon above both barriers however in the

meantime increasing trout numbers are
very welcome.
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